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"And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been 

called according to His purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 

the likeness of His Son..." Romans 8:28-29 (ESV) 

 

Once again, thank you for joining us on this episode of the GodNAmerica podcast. I’m Perry Greene, your 

host. It means a lot to me that you are listening and maybe following us. I would ask you to encourage your 

friends to listen in, follow us on Facebook and check out our website, GodNAmerica.com. We are adding 

content and making improvements from week to week. We now have the App ready for you. Above all 

things, please pray for this and other ministries that are trying to put God back into the American culture. 

He is the answer to all of our issues. 

 

Are you keeping up with current events? There are some crazy things happening in our nation like: 

 Uncovering the truth about the conspiracy with China to create the Covid-19 virus and infect the 

world – with some US funding 

o It appears this really was a “Plandemic” 

o That a real virus was created and sent to kill people (nursing homes) and instill fear 

 Have heard of the experiments with rats? They are putting the scalps of aborted babies onto the 

heads of rats. For what purpose? 

 The questionable Vax – is it dangerous? According to reports thousands have died after taking it 

and nearly 500,000 have suffered serious side-effects 

 State audits of the election – truth will be revealed, can we handle it? [I’ll have more to say about 

this in a future Podcast] 

 Race issues – CRT nonsense/Education issues/Church issues/ . . . as a result we see darkness and 

chaos. 

 

Yet, through all of this, God is going to work things out for good to those who love Him and are called 

according to His purpose. 

 

One of my favorite podcasts is called, “And We Know.” The host (known only as “LT”) takes the name 

from Romans 8:28, his favorite passage of scripture. I like the podcast because the host is a godly patriot. 

He is praying and fighting for the soul of America, not with weapons of mass destruction but with weapons 

of mass “instruction,” that is, words of truth. He inspires me to try to have a hand in the work that needs to 

be done. I would encourage you to listen to his podcast sessions on Rumble or at his site, andweknow.com. 

 

Today I want to run with sentiment of Romans 8:28 – where all things work together for good. . .  

 

I like the story of Earle Dickson who bought cotton for the Johnson and Johnson Co. back in the 1920's. He 

was out on the road quite a bit, and worried about the welfare of his wife while he was away. Apparently 

his wife, Josephine was very accident prone. It seemed like she was either cutting or burning herself almost 

every day. 

When Earle was home, he would take the dressings and rolls of surgical tape that his company made 

and carefully bandage her wounds. However, the 3-inch wide rolls of surgical tape and large bandages 

available in the 1920's, required two hands to apply them properly. He was sure that Josephine wouldn't be 

able to do that by herself. 

One day, he had an idea. He cut part of a 3-inch wide roll of surgical tape into 1"-wide strips and laid 

them on a kitchen counter, sticky side up. Then he put some small squares of gauze in the middle of each 

one, leaving sticky tape showing on both ends. Should Josephine injure herself while he was gone, all she 
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had to do was to take one of those strips and apply it to her injury herself. Earle's idea worked so well that 

he began to leave these self-applying bandages every time he left town. 

Sometime later, at a party, Josephine mentioned Earle's idea to the company president, James Johnson. 

He liked the idea, and in 1924 when he added Band Aids to their product line, their company's sales 

increased by 50%. Ever since then, Band Aids have been one of Johnson and Johnson's major products. 

Many inventions that have simplified our lives today would never have been invented if there had not 

first been a problem that needed to be solved. And I'm convinced the same thing has happened in the 

spiritual realm, too. 

 

Sometimes God makes the most of bad situations and things work out for good. This is what Paul is saying 

in Romans 8:28-29 let’s read the text again and make a few observations that I think apply today. 

"And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been 

called according to His purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 

the likeness of His Son... " 

 

We have the Security of God’s Promise – 8:28 

Familiar text that we can misuse– “If you become a Christian, your troubles will be over. God will 

work all things for good in your life.” 

 

No assurance that only good and pleasant things will come if we follow God. 

 Paul was a dedicated follower of Jesus but look at the difficulties he had – 2 Corinthians 

12 (thorn in flesh); 

 Job – blameless and upright before God – tests 

 James – Count it joy WHEN trials come 

 Jesus - John 16:33 33 I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the 

world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 

 

Romans 8:28 will make sense – ONLY to those who love God and are called to his purpose. We 

must learn to TRUST the promise. 

 

Note what 8:28 does not say –  

 God works out everything for everybody 

 He works out all things for good immediately 

 He works out things the way we think they should be done 

 

Satan does the Opposite of God 

Satan can take seemingly pleasant experiences and bring bad out of them if we let him. Have you 

ever been looking forward to a big event and when the day came, you were excited but out of the 

blue something is said or something happens that puts everyone involved off? Something good 

has suddenly become bad. 

 

God, however, can do the opposite. He can take the bad that hits us and make it into something 

good. 
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We are experiencing a dangerous precedent in our nation right now. We are now changing the 

definition of “good.” The things God calls “good” are now being called “bad” and the bad is being 

called good. If you don’t believe it, start paying attention to what God says and what men say. God 

says the definition of family involves man and woman (Matthew 19:4); the “Woke” say that is 

outdated and can be anything we want it to be. God says children are important (Luke 18:15-17; 

Genesis 1:22); the “Woke” say children are inconvenient so abort them or sell them or just ignore 

them. Pick the topic and see what God has said and what men are now saying. God says there is 

one race of people on earth and emphasizes unity among men (Acts 17:26); the “Woke” says there 

are many races and emphasizes differences. We are choosing the opposite of what of virtually all 

God has said. This is dangerous as Isaiah 5:20 (ESV) declares. 

Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for 

darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! 

 

Sometimes we have a change of perspective on how things work out for good. Too often I have 

felt the hard things I have endured were bad and of no good. Too often I have missed that, even 

though some things have been uncomfortable good came. God sees things differently than I do. 

 

Author, Bob Vincent writes of one of his close friends who had a heart-attack. The heart-attack 

came in the spring and for a while it did not look like his friend was going to survive. Gradually 

he improved and was strong enough for the surgery that the Dr. said would give him a new lease 

on life. 

Vincent writes, “I was with him in the fall and he was still talking about the experience. We 

had a conversation that went something like this:  

Well, how did you like your heart-attack? It almost scared me to death. Would you like to do 

it again? No, I wouldn’t like to do it again. Would you recommend it? Definitely not. Does 

your life mean more to you now than ever before? Well, yes. You and Nell had always had a 

beautiful marriage, aren’t you closer to her than before? Yes. What about that granddaughter 

that was born this summer? Yes, she is something. Do you have a new compassion for people, 

a deeper understanding and sympathy? Yes. Do you know the Lord in a deeper, richer 

fellowship than you ever dreamed possible? Yes. Then I asked again, “How did you like your 

heart-attack?” 

 

Satan may mean things for evil, God can make it good. Sometimes the good shines brightest in the 

darkness. In Numbers 8 Aaron is told to light the menorah in the tabernacle in the exact manner 

God had told Moses. It’s interesting that God could have supernaturally lit the menorah but He 

didn’t. He has chosen to partner with people in the shining of His light in the world. So Jesus not 

only tells us HE is the light of the world (John 8:12) but passes to us the same opportunity and 

responsibility (Matthew 5:14). 

 

Paul endured much discomfort, including prison, for the sake of the gospel. Those discomforts 

actually aided the efforts to spread the light of the gospel. Philippians 1:12-14 (ESV) relates this 

idea: 
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12 I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the 

gospel, 13 so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest 

that my imprisonment is for Christ. 14 And most of the brothers, having become confident in the 

Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. 

There is security in knowing God’s promise is true, even if we do not feel it; even when things 

are hard. 

 

There is Assurance to the people who are CALLED ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE  

-- Love the things He loves: 

Psalm 119:72 -- The law of your mouth is better to me than thousands of gold and silver pieces. 

119:97 -- Oh, how I love your law! I meditate on it all day long. 

119:103 -- How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

 

Psalm 138:2 –  

I bow down toward your holy temple 

and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness, 

for you have exalted above all things 

your name and your word. 

 

-- Do the things He does –  

 As Jesus in John 4:34 (ESV) Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who 

sent me and to accomplish his work. 

 Be salt and light! 

 

We Need God’s Power 

[A mechanic received a distress call from a woman motorist whose car had stalled. He came and examined 

the car and found that she was out of gas. She asked, “Will it hurt if I drive it home with the gas tank 

empty?” It would be cheaper, but impossible. The same is true of the Christian life. We need power – God’s 

power to live and win. We can’t get home on “empty.” 

 

The Power –  

Holy Spirit – Romans 8:14 (ESV) 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons [children] of 

God. 

Gospel – Romans 1:16-17 (ESV) 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God 

for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the 

righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by 

faith.” 

 

God Uses Our Problems to Reveal: 

1. His Leadership – what do we do when we get to the end of all of our resources and efforts? We 

turn to God to direct our steps (Jeremiah 10:23 (ESV) I know, O Lord, that the way of man is 

not in himself, that it is not in man who walks to direct his steps.) 

2. Himself in Us –  

 It has been said that difficulties don’t determine who we are. Rather, they reveal who we are. 

The same heat that melts the ice can make mud hard as a brick. It all depends on how the thing 

being heated responds. It is also true of us. Difficulties can melt us or harden us. 
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 Joseph, in Egypt, and Daniel, in Babylon, both revealed their character to their pagan masters. 

Their difficulties caused the presence of God to be manifested through them. 

 Troubles in life are normal (Job 5:7 but man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward). 

Our response will show Christ to the world—or not. 

3. His priorities for us – Matthew 6:33; Deuteronomy 6:5 

4. His Willingness to Protect Us – Daniel 3 – fiery furnace 

5. His Desire to Develop Us – “God loves you like you are but too much to leave you that way.”  

Philippians 1:6, "…being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will carry 

it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus." 

Romans 5:2-4 says, "And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also 

rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 

perseverance produces character; and character produces hope." 

6. His Intentions to Walk with Us Genesis 41:38 And Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find 

such a one as this, a man in whom is the Spirit of God?” 

a. Jesus, as the incarnate God, shows He knows what you know by living here 

b. Jesus was tempted in every way as we are – He knows – Hebrews 4:14 (ESV) For we do not 

have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every 

respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

7. His committed people – those called according to His purposes. Some are just playing some kind 

of silly church game. This is deadly serious; eternally serious! 

8. His commitment to people. The cross sure looked like defeat but the open tomb revealed victory! 

 

Conclusion 

 

Nothing can stop what is coming – the spiritual Army of Jesus Christ! 

Romans 8:31-32 (ESV) 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 

against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also 

with him graciously give us all things? 

 No one can correctly condemn us – Jesus intercedes for us 

 No one can surely separate us – from God or one another 

 No one can completely conquer us 

 God is for us – We win! 

 

Keep loving God and you will keep obeying him – John 14.15 

 

Remember, there are no shortcuts on this journey to victory. We try shortcuts like: 

 Physically – Pills to build muscle and suppress appetite 

o We buy Quick-fix exercise equipment – generally used as clothes hangers 

o It takes eating correctly; proper exercise; drinking water 

 Spiritually – Quick-fix of just showing up at church once or twice each week; That’s a start, but it 

takes whole-hearted effort of loving God and your neighbor; prayer; study; worship; fellowship; 

ministry 

 

“Jesus three temptations were actually one – a shortcut to glory.” He is victorious so we can be. Let 

God work out things for good – ours and others’. 

 

A few years ago a missionary in New Guinea told this true story: 
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It was back during the Great Depression, and my grandfather was a carpenter. But on this particular 

day he was at the railroad station, sealing up crates filled with clothes his church was shipping to an 

orphanage in China. 

On his way home, he reached into his shirt pocket to get his glasses, but they were gone. 

When he mentally retraced his steps, he realized what must have happened. His glasses had slipped 

out of his pocket and fallen into one of the crates while he was nailing it shut. And now his brand new 

glasses were heading for China! 

The Great Depression was at its height and Grandpa had 6 children. He had spent $20 for those 

glasses that very morning and was upset by the thought of having to buy another pair. "It's not fair," he 

told God as he drove home in frustration. "I've been very faithful in giving of my time and money to 

your work, and now this." 

A year later, the director of the orphanage was on a furlough in the United States, visiting all the 

churches that supported his work in China, so he came to speak one Sunday at my grandfather's small 

church. The director began by thanking the people for their faithfulness in supporting the orphanage. 

"But most of all," he said, "I must thank you for the glasses you sent last year. You see, the 

Communists had just swept through the orphanage, destroying everything, including my glasses. I was 

desperate. 

“Even if I had the money, there was no way of replacing the glasses in my part of China. Along 

with not being able to see well, I had terrible headaches every day, so my coworkers and I were much 

in prayer about this. 

"Then your crates arrived. When we removed the covers, we found a pair of glasses lying on top." 

The missionary paused long enough to let his words sink in. Then he continued, "Folks, when I tried 

on the glasses, it was as though they had been custom-made just for me! I don't know why you included 

those glasses, but I want to thank you for doing so from the bottom of my heart!" 

The people listened, happy for the miraculous coincidence of the glasses. But they thought that 

surely he had confused their church with another. There weren't any glasses on the list of items they 

had shipped overseas. 

But sitting quietly in the back, with tears streaming down his face, an old man, my grandfather, just 

an ordinary carpenter, suddenly realized that the Master Carpenter had used him in an extra-ordinary 

way. 

God can use each one of us in extraordinary ways when He makes all things work together for good. 

It may be a simple word of encouragement you give, or a kind deed. 

It may be some kind of mini-disaster that changes someone’s life for the better like losing an expensive pair 

of glasses. 

 

Don’t give up in spite of how dark things seem to be or how much chaos there appears to be – God is 

sovereign and in control and what is meant for evil will be turned for good. 

 

Until next time – Keep The Light Burning! 

 

Some of the illustrations came from the Sermon by Melvin Newland 5.13.15, “What About Our 

Problems?” (https://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/what-about-our-problems-melvin-newland-

sermon-on-correction-193629) 
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